1. Introduction to the topic and purpose statement (1 page)
2. Literature Review (3-4 pages) a) discuss the background research on the topic and sources used b) describe how this research project builds on prior classes/knowledge
3. Research question and hypothesis and how it relates to the past literature (1-2 paragraphs)
4. Data Source/sampling and justification for your choice (1-2 paragraphs)
5. Explain your research design and why you chose that design (2-3 paragraphs)
6. Address particular ethical issues that will be confronted in your research and possible ethical dilemmas (1-2 paragraphs)
7. Unit of analysis used (1 paragraph)
8. Explain how you will define and measure Independent and Dependent variables (1-2 paragraphs)
9. Type of Measures (e.g., open ended questions?) – justify your choices of measures (1-2 paragraphs)
10. Pick 5 of the following methodological elements to discuss (2 paragraphs each and depends on project proposed): Examples of elements that could be discussed include: external validity, internal validity, construct validity, content validity, face validity, sampling procedure, assigning causality, validity/reliability in measurements of variables, operationalization, random assignment, Hawthorne effect, treatment integrity,etc.  Revisit the chapter on on the type of research that you are conducting for assistance. For each of the 5 methodological elements:
 
1. General definition of element. Use your own words and show you know what  the element means.
2. Directly apply the term to your project. A definition is not enough. I need to know that you understand the application of the term for your project.
 
11. Design an informed consent that details the risks/harms to the participants, benefits, and the voluntariness of the study; Include a discussion on the protection of subject confidentiality (only if proposing a survey or interview)
12. Briefly tell me how you might analyze the data if you were to conduct this study
13. Conclusion. What is the “take home” message of the study? Why has this been a project of practical application and significance? (1 page)
14. Bibliography in APA style
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